[The joint changes and presence of HLA-B27 antigen in patients with ulcerative colitis].
The extra-bowel manifestation can be found among patients with ulcerative colitis (UC). The most common are the joint changes. A group of 18 patients with ulcerative colitis was investigated. The physical and radiological signs of joint inflammation and presence of HLA-B27 antigen in blood were examined. Appearance of HLA-B27 antigen among 28% of patients with ulcerative colitis can support involvement of autoimmunologic mechanism in joint inflammation. The joint changes (swelling of small joints of hand, presence of nodes, sacroileitis, and particularly spondyloarthritis) were observed in 50% of patients.